The Protestant Community Church
“Cathedral of the Woods”
100 Stokes Road, Medford Lakes, New Jersey 08055
Phone: (609) 654-4220 Website: www.protestantcommunitychurch.org

An inclusive, ecumenical faith community purposefully seeking to be caring,
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, study, prayer, and Christian service.

10:00 - November 30, 2025 - First Sunday of Advent ¥

Welcome and Concerns of the Church

Members, friends, and visitors are invited to sign the pew pad found at
the end of the pew. We also invite you to share any joys or concerns, noting them on
the prayer cards which will be collected during the offering.

Prelude “Of the Fathers Love Begotten” Forrest
Introit “The Advent of Our God” Williams

Call to Worship
(Liturgist/Congregation)
| was glad when they said to me, "Let us go into the house of the LORD!"
Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.

Pray for the peace of God’s people:
"May they prosper who love you. My they live in peace and security. Peace

security surround you.
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, | will seek the good of all God’s

children.
Hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” #79
Lighting of the Advent Candle

Prayer of confession

Lord, we ask for an Advent season filled with your Light. We need your light in our
hearts, but question whether we have enough light to share with others. Forgive us
Lord, for not going to the source of light in prayer, submitting our lives to you and
reading the Good Book. Forgive us according to your tender mercies, O God! Grant
that when Christmas morning breaks for us this year, we may have a fresh sense of
your presence and a renewed resolve to live to glorify Christ. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance


http://www.protestantcommunitychurch.org

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be...world without end. Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on Earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Children’s Message

Sunday School Dismissal
Parents are to pick up their children following the worship service, upstairs in the Todd
Building, and are welcome to join the children in the closing time of meditation.

First Reading Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob,

that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk

in the light of the Lord!

Anthem “Advent Hymn” Besig



Second Reading Romans 13:11-14

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the
night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and
put on the armor of light; let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify
its desires.

*Hymn “Arise, Your Light Is Come” #87
Sermon Our Urgency for Light Rev Keith Reed
Offertory “Angels We Have Heard on High” Root

*Presentation of Gifts and Doxology #706

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. Praise God
above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer

*Hymn “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come” #102
*Benediction

*Response “Our Christmas Prayer for You” Krueger
Postlude “Noel, Noel!” Bach

*The congregation may stand

[Music by: Organist - Sandy Ritter; Cathedral Choir Director - Katie Teall]

"During this season of thanks giving | take this opportunity to say thank you first to Ken Roberts «
for offering me the opportunity to share "My Story”. Second to everyone that worked behind
the scene to it happen. Third to everyone that found the time attend the fellowship breakfast.

For those who did not make it, | say no worries | understand we're all confronted the competing

contingencies. | thank you all very much indeed. Sincerely, Bai Kamara."
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T PRAYERS OF CONCERN

Those placed on the prayer list will remain on the list for one month unless specified
otherwise. If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please secure
permission prior to calling the church office or emailing in to
kayla@protestantcommunitychurch.org

Adam Don Dudek Nilda Neil
Amy Andria Gross & family Peyton
Wade Andersen Lydia Gibson Roz Preston
Avery Bealuk Bonnie Hammer Rese Ritter
Bethany Evelyn Herzog Kyleigh Robey
Inge Boehme Mike Hoffmans Susan
Lorrie Breslin Nora Hoffmans Suzanne
Caitlin B & family Joe Sherry Sweeney
Casey Klausner family Rick Taylor
Carole Cutry Ron Koontz Deb Turi-Smith
Chris D. Floss Mikle Ed Tucker
Family of Doris Davis Sarah & Robert Morris Vinnie

Please remember in your prayers those serving in our military services and their
families. Please pray for the families separated, recovering from disasters, or faced
with life altering decisions, and pray for peace, hope, and healing in the world. ®®

VOLUNTEERS FOR THIS SUNDAY

Ushers: Lynda Miller & Lee Bealuk Reader: George Greatrex
Fellowship Hour Host: Thomas & Stein families

€ ALTAR FLOWERS <

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Dan Kudart,
Eleanor Kudart, and Tony Garro, given by the Kudart family.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE - 11/16/25 ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTION
Please use the link below or the

8:00 Worship Service - no service
10:00 Worship Service - 157 QR code if you would like to
send an offering electronically:

Online - 18 www.zeffy.com/donation-form/protestant-community-church
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